
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

AURORA HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

March/April Newsletter 
www.aurorahorsemens.com 

AHA OFFICERS and Board Members for 2010 
 

Officers:    Email     Phone 
 
President: James LaCrue  jlacrue@live.com            720-366-5752 
 
Vice President: Roni Kelley  Roni.dennis@comcast.net          303-420-9431 
 
Treasurer: Traci LaCrue  tlacrue@msn.com            720-495-1275 
     
Secretary Michelle Gabrielli   a30ptbuck@aol.com            303-641-1488 
    
 

2010 Board Members 
 
Facilities Chairman 
Traci LaCrue    tlacrue@msn.com           720-495-1275 
 
Judge Chairman 
James LaCrue    jlacrue@live.com           720-366-5752 
 
Gymkhana Chairman 
Robin Hood         sevenkeyhole@hotmail.com           720-371-3256 
          
Newsletter Chairman 
Michelle Gabrielli   a30ptbuck@aol.com            303-641-1488 
 
Awards Chairman/New membership  
Jeremy Hirschfeld   hirschfeldfam@comcast.net          303-254-6833 
         
Trail Chairman 
Roni Kelley    Roni.dennis@comcast.net           303-420-9431 
 
Marketing Chairman   Lizj612@aol.com           720-271-7733 
Liz Johnson 
 
Year End Award Chairman               720-560-4055 
Marilyn Fisher 
 

Website Chairman 

James LaCrue 
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2010 Show Dates 

 
Mark Your Calendars for the 2010 AHA Saturday Show Dates: 

May 1
st
, June 5

th
, July 10

th
, August 14

th
, September 11

th
 

October 2
nd

 (rain date or fun show) 

 

 
Arena Location      
 

     We will be back at the 
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds 
  for the 2010 Show Season! 
25690 East Quincy Avenue, Aurora, 80016 
Driving Directions: Take the East  

Quincy Avenue exit off of E-470.  

The toll to exit E-470 is 75 cents in   Insurance notice 
exact change. Head east on East  

Quincy Avenue approximately two   Please be aware that AHA’s  

miles to the new County Fairgrounds  insurance policy does not cover 

on your right.      individuals for their personal 

If you reach Powhaton Road, you    liability or negligence which may 

have gone too far.     cause injury or damage to a third 

Go to MapQuest for directions    party or their property.  We advise 

from your exact location.    that you contact your insurance 

       agent to verify your coverage.  You 

       may want to add an Equine  

       Endorsement to your existing 

Meeting information Homeowners or Renters Liability 

policy. Make it clear to your agent  

       that this coverage must extend to 

The next meeting will be held on    off premises activities such as 

    April 13, 2010 at 7:00pm    shows. You might also ask about 

At James & Traci LaCrue’s House   an umbrella policy, and make 

       changes where needed. 

24750 E Bayard Ave 

Aurora, CO 80018 

Feel free to join us, all are welcome! 



A Note From The  

  Vice President! 
 

I sure hope all of you and your  

ponies wintered well.  I know  

unwanted and ill-found extra   announcing experience and is a   

 pounds found me over this long   well-versed horsewoman.   

 winter!  Are we pschy-ed and     

ready to get back into riding our     

horses and into the arena?  I know    

 I am.          

        It looks like we have 

The entire AHA board is working   Mona's Hot Dogs lined up for our  

like a well-oiled machine and we    concessions this year, so please 

are loving the camaraderie and    support her so that she'll stick with 

changes for 2010!  If you have not   with us throughout the season.    

looked at the recently up-dated   Black Hat Photography is returning 

 and re-designed website, take a    as our official AHA Photographer,  

look, it's awesome and all due to    be sure to buy some of those great 

the long hours of our illustrious    photos that Patrick takes, you will  

president, James LaCrue!  We've    be so glad you did!  I'll be sticking 

been getting alot of phone calls    around after the show and  

regarding our shows, a very good    announcing the gymkhana--might 

thing!  They are due to the hard    even run some of the speed  

work of our new PR Chair,     events, are you ready George?  

Liz Johnson, who's doing a superb    Game on! :-)  Okay, fine I'm no  

job of getting the word out about    where close to 50; but, I'm not  

our shows and our organization –    alone. Let's make the 50 & over 

an area we've been sorely lacking in.  class the biggest this year!  I hope  

 Please join us at the first show    hope it will be a HUGE contest for 

May 1st and see for yourself all the   the new All-Around Champion  

changes that have been made, we    Circuit award, I'm really looking 

hope you will be support of them.    forward to seeing some of you  

 If you ever have any suggestions or  speed runners doing some show  

comments please don't hesitate to    classes to get qualified and vice- 

give a board member a call.  You have   versa.  It will not be a boring 

my ear 24/7.  You will see the changes   show or gymkhana that's for sure! 

noted here in the newsletter.   

        Yours in horsemanship, 

We will have one show manager  

throughout the season this year.     Roni Kelley     

Traci LaCrue has taken on this BIG  

JOB.  Traci has lots of office and  

horse experience, partnered with her  

vitality, we are sure to have a rockin'  

show every month!  Some of you  

remember, Ann Marie Trujillo a  

year-end award winner from  

2003-2004, Ann Marie will be  

announcing the show.  Ann Marie has  

  



HINTS FROM YOUR     

TRAIL CHAIRMAN    

                  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Every month I'll have some hints           Renewal 
in this space that will hopefully      

help you improve your work on    2010 Membership application,   

the trail obstacles at the next       Please fill out and mail to:  

show by better practice at home.       
May 1st Show:  Situate your rope    Aurora Horsemen's Association     

gate so that it opens and closes    c/o James LaCrue  

on your right as you approach it    24750 E Bayaud Ave. 

perpendicularly, practice opening    Aurora, CO 80018 

and closing the gate using a right     

hand push.  Practice trotting into    Don’t forget about the Early Bird 

a closed-end chute and then backing   discount for members who sign up 

out of it without ticking the logs on   before April 30, 2010! 

either side.  Once your horse gets 

something right or makes even a    You can obtain the membership 

good attempt, don't keep practicing,   form on our website: 

stop on a HIGH note and let him know  www.AURORA HORSMENS.COM  

you are happy with his performance,  

even if that means you have to stop      

practicing on a particular obstacle and        Judge Information 
go back to something he does well     

and then stop.  Trail practice is all    May 1, 2010 

about SLOW and deliberate.  Keep         Show Judge: Shanna Wagner 

in mind, trail is ridden showmanship        Trail Judge: Raylene Owen 

with obstacles.  Practice the obstacles   June 5, 2010 

and get them down, don't worry         Show Judge: Lindsey Berbee 

about the pattern.  Eventually you will        Trail Judge: Open 

obtain smooth obstacles with some   July 10, 2010 

degree of speed, the goal in trail!  See        Show Judge: Angela Mannick  

you all May 1st.  Roni Kelley            Trail Judge: Lindsey Berbee 

        August 14, 2010 

“In riding a horse, we borrow freedom.”        Show Judge: Kim Madsen 

–Helen Thompson.           Trail Judge: Raylene Owen 

       September 11, 2010 

            Show Judge: Rhonda Johnson 

            Trail Judge: Raylene Owen 

       October 2, 2010 

            Show Judge: Raylene Owen 

            Trail Judge: Lindsey Berbee 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Things to take Note of 
 

 There will now be a 20 minute break after showmanship. 

 Showmanship is back to being a points class. 

 AHA will now follow the AQHA bits and reins rule. 

 The show will start at 8:30 am this year. 

 Ribbons will be given to all age groups, first through sixth place. 

 We have added an All Around Circuit Award for year end awards! 

 Done forget about the Early Bird Discount for members who sign up before 

April 30, 2010. 

 
 

 

Golden Rake Award 

     
This is a newly added award this   

year.  We are lucky enough to be     !NEW! 

allowed to use the white arena this           Novice rule 

year as a warm up arena.  Though  

we are required to clean up after      Novice will be open to any 

ourselves.  So with that in mind we      contestants.  If the board feels 

decided to bring fourth this new          said rider is capable of riding 

award!  This award will be given to       in their age division, the board 

the individual/s who spend the most      reserves the right to move such 

time cleaning up the warm up arena.     rider out of the novice division.   

There will be a couple designated times     If the board sees it fit for a  

for clean up.  Keep in mind this is a      rider to move up to their division 

year end award for accumulated time,      that riders points will not transfer 

not at every show!  

      Walk/Trot Division 

      Walk/Trot will have two age groups: 
Age Groups     16 and under 

      17 and over 

PeWee --- 10 and under   This will still be combined Western/English 

Junior --- 11 to 14    Daily awards will be given for this division 

Senior --- 15 to 18    though no year end award will be given. 

Adults --- 19 to 49    Four classes: Pleasure, Equitation (can 

Select --- 50 an over    compete either Western or English), Trail      

Novice Youth --- 16 and under and Showmanship (compete in their age  

Novice Adult --- 17 and over  group).  



   

 

            

    

Year End Awards 
 

Year end awards will be based on points 

for the same horse and rider combination. 

(see by-laws and club rules regarding if a horse 

substitution is needed).  You must be  

a member of AHA for each show in                 volunteer 

which points are acquired in order                Information 

for those points to count. 

              Remember you need three 

1. Must participate in at least three          hours of volunteer time to 

   Qualifying point shows as a member.         qualify for year end  

              awards.  There will be a  

2. Must show in three classes per day per                  sign up sheet with every 

   discipline.  Western or English, and four        needed volunteer job,  

   classes in Gymkhana.             please remember to get  

              your name on the list. This 

3. Must meet daily high point requirements         will be first come first 

   for three qualifying point shows.                   serve.  Always remember 

                       it is your help as a 

4. Qualifier must work a minimum of three                  volunteer that keeps the 

hours of volunteer time at a show.          shows going each month.  

Volunteer time MUST be complete                    so please help out the 

   by October 2, 2010, with no exception         club.  You may also sign  

   to extend after this date.           up in advance to volunteer. 

                  by contacting Traci LaCrue. 

              Attached with the newsletter 

                     you will find a copy of the list 

              of areas you may volunteer  

              for! 

 

 

 



Fundraiser 
 

Make a purchase at 
www.Countrysupply.com    CLASSIFIED ADS 

 and enter in the country  

        care code:      If you have something you  

 aurorahorsemens     are trying to sell or would like 

and help the club earn 5%    to place in the classified section 

on everything purchased     of the AHA newsletter 

please 

online.  Except:      contact Michelle Gabrielli at 

dewormers and shipping     303-641-1488  

charges.      Free to AHA members 

(does include phone, 

Fax, or email orders). 
     

    
 

        The Quotable  

            Equine 
 

A pony is a childhood dream, a    

horse is an adulthood treasure.       

~Rebecca Carrol 
         

As a horse runs, think of it as a 

       game of tag with the wind. 

Show opportunities      ~ Tre Tuberville   
        There is no secret so close as 

Do you love the Aurora Horsemen shows?      that between a rider and his horse. 

Well here is another show opportunity!   ~ Robert Smith Surtees 

     The Douglas County Horse Show    

       Buckle Series.    A horse gallops with its lungs,  

If you are interested please look up   perseveres with its heart, 

further details on their website:   and wins with its character. 

      www.douglascountyextension.org       ~ Tessio 

        

       A canter is the cure for every evil. 

        ~ Benjamin Disraeli 

 

 

 

 

http://www.countrysupply.com/
http://www.douglascountyextension.org/


 

A Special Thanks to All of our 

Amazing Sponsors!!!! 
(Scanned business cards are posted on the website) 

 
 

Lancasters Western Wear 

Stockyards Ranch Supply 
Horse.com 

Elizabeth Country Corner 
Parker Trailers 

Vet Link of Parker 

West Bros. Inc. 
G and J lazy P 

Parker Blooms 
Equilix Equipride 

Parker Feed and Western Supply 

KP Quarter Horses 
Black Hat Photography 

Lara Deane Horse Show Apparel  
Mary Kay (Mary Jane Maiers) 

Monkey Bizness 

 
Feel free to check out our website for more detailed information on this years 

sponsors. 

 

I would also like to apologize to a few sponsors who were not listed in last months 

newsletter.  CHA, Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory, Roni Kelley and Barb Vial.  

These were sponsors of our 2009 Awards Banquet Silent Auction.  I do apologize 

again for not placing you in last months newsletter and we can not thank you enough 

for your on going support to our club.  Thanks Again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Note Regarding Volunteer Time for 2010 

First I want to start by thanking everyone who helps make our AHA horse shows a success by volunteering.  

As it is a requirement for year-end awards it is also a great opportunity to keep the AHA program 

successful.  This year the requirement time for year-end awards will still be 3 hours.  AHA will also offer 

participation awards at the end of the year banquet and this requires 1 hour volunteer time.  The way to 

achieve this volunteer time is changing a bit this year: 

The areas that you can volunteer for are: 

 English:   Gate person 8:30-12pm 
   Ribbon person 8:30-12pm 
   Ring Steward 8:30-12pm 
 
 Western Gate person 1:00-3:00pm 
   Ribbon person 1:00-3:00pm 
   Ring Steward 1:00-3:00pm 
 
 Trail  Set-Up  10:30-11:30am 
   Ring Steward 11:30-2:30pm 
   Tear Down 2:30-3:30pm 
 
 Gymkhana Gate  3:00-6:00pm 
   Ribbon  3:00-6:00pm 
 
The times listed are approximate.  These will be the only areas available for volunteers.  
Volunteer time must be completed by the end of the October 2nd show to count.  Any adult can 
do volunteer time for someone else and it needs to be noted on that day with the show 
manager.  All hours must be logged with the show manager only.  You can only break-up times 
for the gate and ribbon opportunities. 
 
Please do not wait until the last show to get your time in as their might not be an opportunity 
for you to get them completed.  Sign up early as all areas will be filled on a first come first serve 
basis.  You can call or email Traci at (720) 495-1275 or tlacrue@msn.com.  Please feel free to 
contact me with questions. 
 
!ƭǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άDƻƭŘŜƴ wŀƪŜ !ǿŀǊŘέ ǘƘƛǎ year for the most hours spent by one 
individual mucking the warm-up arena. 
 
Thanks and I am looking forward to great 2010 AHA Show Season. 
 
Traci LaCrue 

mailto:tlacrue@msn.com

